Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.030; wR factor = 0.087; data-to-parameter ratio = 20.5.
The title hydrated complex, [Zn 2 Cl 4 (C 9 H 12 N 4 ) 2 ]Á2H 2 O, is a discrete dinuclear zinc complex with 1,3-bis(1H-imidazol-1-yl)propane as the bridging ligand. The complex molecule lies about a crystallographic inversion centre. The Zn II atom exhibits a distorted tetrahedral coordination geometry defined by two imidazole N atoms and two Cl atoms. O-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonding between the lattice water molecules and the terminal Cl atoms of the molecule lead to a twodimensional structure extending parallel to (100). Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). The asymmetric unit of (I) consists of one Zn 2+ ion, one 1,3-bip ligand, two Cl -ions, and one lattice water molecules. A perspective view of the molecular entities of complex (I) is presented in Fig. 1 . The complex contains centrosymmetric dimers with bridging 1,3-bip ligands. The Zn(II) atom is four-coordinated in a distorted tetrahedral coordination. OH···Cl hydrogen bonds between the lattice water molecules and Cl atoms lead to a layered structure extending parallel to (100) (Fig. 2 ).
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Experimental
A mixture of 1,3-bis(imidazol)propane (0.088 g, 0.5 mmol), ZnCl 2 (0.204 g, 1.5 mmol), and Na 2 CO 3 (0.060 g, 0.5 mmol)
in H 2 O (16 ml)/C 2 H 5 OH (2 ml) was placed in a 25 ml Teflon-lined stainless steel vessel and heated at 433 K for 72 h, then cooled to room temperature over a period of 24 h. Colourless crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained.
Refinement
The carbon-bound H-atoms were positioned geometrically and included in the refinement using a riding model [aromatic C-H 0.93 Å and aliphatic C-H 0.97 Å, U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C)]. The oxygen-bound H-atoms were located in a difference ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (

